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ih thei case maagers coming for POCLEY or cooking or a boxing
wl using the computers, of simply hanging out on our old ang
' on- P 's frequently ; someone always needs some.
e}' overused couch. Its freq ) "'fﬂ’
;ml love the energy of the’sp
» . can be tough to get much papcrwork done in this environmeny,
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ace that we’ve created,
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Y After-hours, when all the girls and staff have left, is often my time
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Tonight, though, I have no plans to be here till the wee hours; I've
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o promised myself that I'm leaving in ten minutes. The Soup is on and Mt:l::iw
E‘ I have a new InStyle magaz_inc to read. After a long day and a long Yt W
. week, it's a perfect Friday night plan. NWW werk
g When the office phone starts ringing, I'm almost tempted to ‘"ﬁ:m
E ignore it and run out the door, but instead find myself answering ‘:“
= and agreeing to a request o come to to meet a *‘r‘““‘*
¥ Y fourteen-year-old who’s gjs b Ci\'ck_e‘:g)l.l off the streets. Since m\"f‘r’
..2 ‘zwe’re the only norgl:ﬁ(g?lj[m l&e\?%t:‘k Sl:l!g,s'cvsigmd':o ,gg'vi_gom- ol
_?“ mercially sexually exploited girls, calls like these are commeon. - ginte!
;'; \g Tonight the on-call staff is already at home in Brooklyn, so I figure “gmM
X7 s easier and quicker for me to just grab a cab downtown, do a  §h*"
“' _‘ quick assessment, try to make the girl feel safe and comfortable, and ¥y .,"
E y then transfer the case on Monday to one of my staff members. I fig- ort:
£ % ure I can sull make it home in time for The Soxp’s 1 a.m. rerun and

D § my weekly date with Joel McHale.
s j ®Tcn minutes after arriving at the agency, though, I'm grouchy
w <+ and wishing I actually h one ring; the security guard
\,,é gives me a hard ume about getting into the building and the two
¢ staff workers on duty act as if I'm invisible. I'm deposited on a
~'-|. ¢ Dbenchin the hallway by another staff person who then disappears
§ for almost an hour, time well spent writing furious e-mails in my
§ head to the agency’s supervisor detailing what constitutes an emer-
ency call i g
§ e tudeycight and whor doesn'e X wen) serlous o
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Sedting: Jw“, moendle fosrer canc agency .
ruck as always by the sterile, clinical atmosphere of the’}
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agency. This newly renovated center had been unveiled with much
fanfare from the city. In fairness, it stands in stark contrast to the
~prior building, which had beenf gickcnsi;E' its_disrepair, yet |
can’t help feeling that they’ve really missed the boat with this new
facility. Though it is clean, the harsh fluorescent lights and pale

green walls, with the long hallways decorated with nothing more ~
than a few child abuse hotline poslers,Eon't really add up to a warm
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feeling. 1 COUIdn‘éﬁgijnc being a child who was brought here

hs (actually, I could and that was worse). If you ended up here, it was

b likely after repeated abuse or neglect. You would probably just have
ac been removed from your home, a terrifying experience even if you Pa\’luf
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did feel lucky to escape. Now you were in unfamiliar territory, wit
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strangers, in one of the most child ypfriendly spaces in the ciEI :L Ll?:
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i guess this thought had occurred to people other than me, because at g u ¢+ L
’4"‘9 least the living areas for the infants and toddlers had a wall mural and e

some brightly colored plastic furniture. Someone must have figured #1a-
that the older kids didn’t need color or a semblance of warmth, as “‘;:M
the only thing that decorated the walls of the girls’ unit were some Aﬂ((,
pictures ripped out from Essence and Honey magazines. Clearly one

of the staff had tried, but the effort is almost comical: a few maga-

zine pictures, curled at the edges, of m

~Jashionable and beautiful, eating, laughing, celebrating life. I guess
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that a concernedrwoman of color/who worked there desperately
wanted the children of color, the overwhelming majority, who came
through the doors to see images that looked like them in vastly dif-
ferent circumstances. Yet the sparseness of the unit in contrast with

the staged, golden-lit happiness of the models makes their picture

perfect lives seem all the more unachievable and remote,
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colorful pictures; curtains; lamps; throw pillows) to the du’ectorI s |F.

before I leave.
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once again o ve decorating cents (warmer, brighter paint
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